Guardianship Program Rules
401 Guardian’s Duty to Court

401.1 The guardian shall perform duties and discharge obligations in accordance with
applicable Washington and federal law and the requirements of the court.

401.2 The guardian shall not act outside of the authority granted by the court and shall
seek direction from the court as necessary. If the guardian is aware of a court order that
may be in conflict with these standards, the guardian shall bring the conflict to the
attention of the court and seek the court’s direction.

401.3 The guardian shall at all times be thoroughly familiar with RCW 11.88, RCW
11.92, GR 23, these standards, and, any other regulations or laws which govern the
conduct of the guardian in the management of the affairs of an incapacitated person.

401.4 The guardian shall seek legal advice as necessary to know how the law applies to
specific decisions.

401.5 The guardian shall provide reports, notices, and financial accountings that are
timely, complete, accurate, understandable, in a form acceptable to the court, and
consistent with the statutory requirements. The financial accounting shall include
information as to the sustainability of the current budget when expenditures exceed
income during the reporting period.

401.6 All certified professional guardians and guardian agencies have a duty by statute
to appoint a standby guardian.

401.6.1 All certified professional guardians shall appoint a standby guardian who
is a certified professional guardian who accepts the appointment and has the
skills, experience and availability to assume responsibility as court appointed
guardian per statutory requirements. (Revised 10-14-13)

401.6.2 The certified professional guardian will make available to the standby
guardian those records and information needed to address the needs of the
incapacitated person in the event of a planned or unplanned absence. (Revised
10-14-13)



